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Like a diamond on the bosom of nature, 
Great East Lake sparkles at its feet. 
Its walls echo and re-echo 
With memories of pleasant hours, 
And the roof is thatched with 
Scenes of happiness occurring 
Beneath its friendly shelter. 
Ever memorable in its annals 
Will be the opening 
Meet of 1894. On that occasion, 
Individuality sank from sight, 
Mirth and congeniality clasped 
Hands, while fellows, kindred in 
Deed and thought, did seem “to 
Walk on wings and tread in air.” 
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J E write of the boys who, merry of heart, 

Love the green woods, and quickly did start 
To answer the call by subpcena form sent ; 
Their purpose was one, and for fishing they went. 
Some faces were old and others were new, 
Tried friends shook hands and said, “ How are you?” 
Those who were strange so remained but a minute, 
For events soon proved that they “ were in it.” 


The party in number was one less than seven, 
A figure religious used descriptive of Heaven ; 
But don’t be disturbed, we will not contend, 
For the figure and facts no farther extend, 

As surely no one who used their eyes, 

Or opened their ears, would a moment surmise 
That this party select, though quiet and civil, 
Were dead to “the world, the flesh, and devil.” 


(tr) 


‘There were doctors of horses and doctors of men, 
And a diamond broker, whose wares just then 
Were exposed to view by a dealer, in plush. 
Their size was immense, and caused to blush 
The man you know, of sausage-meat fame, 

And the writer who, modest, withholds his name. 
For scenes of mirth did those hours contain, 

In a baggage car on an Eastern train. 


Thus time passed on, and the train meanwhile 
Sped over the rails, and mile by mile 

The distance spanned ’twixt us and the few 
Who came from Maine, — tried men and true. 
For heart answers heart when the intent is one, 
And friendships are warm that grow in the sun 
Whose rays are untouched by discord or strife, 
And have for a source a well-rounded life. 


For the treadmills of life will easier turn, 

And the wick in its candle shall longer burn, 

If in days to come we will recall 

The stream of mirth that flowed for all. 

So if it be true, as poets declare, 

That laughter draws nails from the coffin of care, 
Why, then it is well time didn’t extend, 

For immortal we’d be, having life without end. 


(12) 


“FOR FISHING THEY WENT.” 


For laughter and jest and story with point 

So racked our frames and loosened each joint, 
That glad we were from the room to run 

To save what was left from side-splitting fun. 

Ye shades of Mars! what a rumpus began 

When Goodall of Maine matched the slick Branigan 
With startling tales from Liar-ic fame drawn, 
Whose substance in fact no truth did adorn. 


The moral we leave, and turn to a scene 

In the camp sitting-room, which memory keen 
So impressed on our minds that it lingers yet, 
Though the sun for a year has risen and set 
Since the blazing fire, with a ruddy light, 

So filled the place with effulgence bright 

That it gilded each joist and wall and beam, 
Tull they answered back with a glittering gleam. 


The wood, piled high in the chimney wide, 
Crackled and snapped as the sparks would ride 
Up toward the sky on wings of air, ~ 

Then lost their life in the darkness there. 

With a mawish grasp the flames did curl 

Their covering bright o’er knot and burl, 

They flickered and danced, they pictures made 
Of castle and hut in light and shade. 


(13) 


With an angry hiss up the chimney’s vent 
The flames leap fierce ; to their aid is sent 
The pitchy smoke from pine boughs green, 
Whose color gives tone to the fireplace scene. 
The big backlog, so hard and thick, 

Still holds its own with the stout fore stick, 
As on their backs the fire does beat, 

Or hides their forms in a winding sheet. 


Now a cave is seen with a golden dome, 
And a grotesque pillar standing alone, 

From around whose base in the embers new, 
Into life spring tongues of yellow and blue. 
And reminded are we of grottoes of gold, 

As the surging fire does beauty unfold, 
While the twisting twig a new shape takes, 
As it parts from the branch in ashy flakes. 


When seated there for a mental feast, 

We at once observed the Sage of the East, 
In whose sturdy frame and smiling face 
Were mirrored kind Nature’s gift of grace. 
He could crack a joke and do it well, 

And of Lot of old a story tell, , 

Or change the tale to modern years, 
Convulsed the boys with mirth and tears. 


(14) 


“THE WOOD PILED HIGH.” i 


Out in the world, he was “up to snuff,” 

And just the chap no man could bluff. 

He belonged to the line of Tubal Cain : 
Could mend a watch or fix a chain ;. 

Or an engine run, each part he knew, 

Could tell if the running was steady and true ; 
Or the fire would hold in the boiler’s grate, 
And keep steam up at an expert’s rate. 


With screws and wrench, or hammer and saws, 


He breaks, can patch, he sees the flaws 

In wood or iron, or steel, or brass. 

A down-east Yank, who would easily pass 

For a country squire when dressed for a run 
On his nickeled “ bike”? that shone in the sun ; 
And the laws of steam, or pulleys, or gear, 
Their master beheld when he was near. 


(15) 


In fun he was “ up to date,” it’s said ; 

And acquainted was he with ways that led 
From private life to the Governor’s staff ; 
When eating and drinking, did nothing by half ; 
A jolly, good fellow, the kind that succeed ; 

In Congress could have the seat of Tom Reed. 
“ In political arts “ was ahead of the game,”’ 

He was earnest in life, and Ernest by name. 


Near at hand was one of his kin, © 

In stature short, and of flesh rather thin. 

If in size and form the two were compared, 
One hardly would think they the same parents shared. 
But extremes often meet in the family tree ; 
This case proved the fact, as all could see. 
Though he told no yarn, he laughed right well, 
And mentioned the tales his brother could tell. 


Now, if you should meet in a country way, 

When weather and light showed a very fine day, 

A man with a box, whose color is black, 

Hitched to a strap hung over his back, 

Don’t be amazed and think you will run 

At the queer thing seen when minus a gun. 

This is our friend, George B., on a tramp ; 

“There are others,” you know, of a similar stamp. 


(16) 


“OF 


MOUNTAIN AND LAKE; OF SHRUB 


AND TREE.” 


His little black box, so quiet and still, 

Will pictures make, with an exquisite skill, 

Of sky and cloud or shrub and tree, 

Of mountain and lake, of wood or sea, 

Of babies and youth, with a smiling face, 

Of gray-haired age, whose features show trace 
Of wrinkles and lines, Time’s strange bequest ; 
These spring into life, when the button he pressed. 
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With color and paint, in water or oil, 

He uses the brush in lightsome toil. 

With an artist’s touch and sense that ’s keen, 
He true lines makes and color lays clean, 

As Nature he paints on the canvas white, 
With varying shade in high and low light; 
For the work reflects the stamp of his mind ; 
As a gentleman true no better you ’ll find. 


(17) 


There. sat in front, tipped back in a chair, 
The Doctor D. S., with iron gray hair ; 
Quick to catch on and a joke to see, 

He was master of wit and keen repartee, 
Was fitted by Nature and practice to pull, 
Could anything start, whether empty or full, 
From an aching tooth in a swollen gum 

To the latest tale in the kingdom of fun 


He was troubled with dreams, went late to bed, 
And wide was the range of books he read, 

But a name that sports a Dr.’s weight 

Should eye-wash know from nux vomica straight ; 
If a break like that was something new, 

And the eye was deceived, the stomach was true 
And quick did resent such a strange bequest, 
While the Doctor leaned over the railing to rest. 


He was in love, and its burning flame 

His mind would entrance when its influence came. 
Though the maiden unknown was of Jewish descent, 
This pork-eating Gentile her affections had bent. 
Now all will agree to the truth of fact 

That the Doctor in this lacked his usual tact, 

For oft would his voice ring over the water 

As he told of his love for Einstein’s daughter. 


(18). 


Ah, friend of the weak, the strong, and tried, 
Thou fixer of jaws where molars reside, 

There comes to our mind, with medical twist, 
The story you told of poor Pat’s wrist. 

From his trouble we trust all will be free 

When pleasure and life in the future they see ; 
And never forget, when a fellow’s in need, 

The man with a club “ proved a friend indeed.” 


Was it ’mid stars of the blue-vaulted dome, 
Or down upon earth in some humble home, 
That nature discovered the shape of a mold 
That long years ago did a being enfold ? 

Of a type thus queer, so different far 

From every-day man, he was called “a star,” 
Who hung in relief, stood out in the sky, 
And, just like a comet, was always dry. 


(19) 


As Colonel, we know his spurs were won 

On bloodless fields ; and he would run 

Away from the monster grim and gaunt 
Whose shadow his fears does constantly haunt. 
But, looking at him, we scarce can think 

He would rise at night to purloin a drink, 
And ’vantage take in the house of a friend 
When he saw the “stuff”? was nearing its end. 
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Sick unto death, was the reason he gave ; 

’T was a case of do, his life to save. 

But the truth to know, without the jest, 

The doctors quick his pulse did test. 

No fever, or cold with creeping chills, 

Or a temperature high, showed in bodily ills, 
So the doctors agreed ; the case was clear, 
And soaking proscribed in the lake quite near. 


(20) 


“THE LAKE QUITE NEAR.” 


O magical word! What a change came about, 

For Dexter, old boy, is great “on a shout.” 

If a cold water soak was a new idea, 

The price of the dram seemed rather too dear. 

Quick he resolved that now was the time 

To stick to drinks in his regular line ; _ 

This mixture of drink, its effects who could tell? 

’T was risking too much; the thought made him well. 


But others there are whose faces we miss. 
Strange conduct, indeed, on their part was this, 
That they should ignore the Court’s decree, 
And in bodily form both absent should be. 

O, Morris and Hall, had you been here 

Your frames had shook with mirth, not fear ; 
But life means work as well as play ; 

’T was duty we know kept you away. 


Thou hunter of game, both large and small, 
From earliest spring till late in the fall ; 

Thou healer of men whose bodies and lives 

Are longer preserved by your drugs and knives ; 
What do you know of a night in Maine, 

When your nerve got lost mid wind and rain? 
For rumor does say, and if it is true, 

Your lips, like your shirt, in color were blue. 


(21) 


White was your face as the silent dead ; 

The hair stood up all over your head ; 

And if in fright your courage was hid, 

For a place in heaven you made a bid, 

To save both body and soul from, ——. well, — 
That place where Milton said Lucifer fell. 

But death passed on and left you in life, 

Still longer to hustle and struggle with strife. 


And, doctor, ’tis said your symptoms were clear, 
Giving evidence true to the eye and the ear, } 

That when in the woods, and conditions were grave, 
You practised the art and life did save. 

Success crown thy skill when applied to each case ; 
May patients be helped through every hard place ; 
But tell us,O Morris, thou doctor and seer, 

What drug you use for a case of fear? 


O music, thy notes so sweet and low, 

We hear in the trees when summer winds blow, 
Till, lulled by the sound, we fall asleep, 

As the stars overhead their night-watch keep. 
There is something in thee that brings into man 
A feeling of rest that nothing else can ; 

And thinking of thee our mind doth recall 


A lover of thine, the singer Tom Hall. 


Tom is a man who has light curly hair, 

In all of his ways is open and square, 

A nobleman kind of the very first rank, 
And, like the judge, a kind of a crank. 
But his heart is big and opens wide, 

And his friends find plenty of room inside. 
Had he been here we know it’s true, 


He’d sang for the boys, songs old and new. 


(23) 


A bard is he who knows the muse, 

Both voice and pen to her praise does use ; 
He will regret that he missed this chance 
To write up the art; for a big advance, 

Of subjects new, for verse and song, 

There was no lack the whole time long, 
Which tuned to note and called by name 
Would place this artist high in fame. 


Enjoying the scene with its mirth and fun, 

Sat Dr. F. who could handle a gun 

In a way that told his sight was keen, 

When the game he saw o’er its barrels gleam ; 
Every inch a man from top to toe, : 
He functions of man and beast did know, 
Could set a limb or probe a wound, 

Or tell if the lungs were hard and sound. 


— (24) 


A genial soul, who made himself one 

In spirit and thought with all ’t was done. 

He could fish, and talk, or sing a song, 

And he merrily helped the fun along. 

A doctor like this is welcome in camp ; 

The breadth of his mind showed its generous stamp ; 
No bigot was he in thought or word, | 


And he quietly laughed at the arguments heard. 


One night, when the subject was Talmage or Brooks, 
Who best served men by preaching or books ? 

What had done more for life as a whole 

Than Socrates’ creed of belief in the soul? 

When we got there, the Doc did remark 

He’d help us out, when back to the Ark, 

For of Noah he’d read in the record sublime, 

And was having, like him, a Ra-zoo time. 


What unseen power resides in the air, 

In league with the man of dark curly hair, 

That e’en the fish obey its commands, 

And know the chap who the “ juice” understands ? 
If an under-ground wire, concealed from inspection, 
We can safely assume it’s a perfect connection ; 

For current and man connect with the fish, 

An easier cinch no one could wish. 


(25) 


What else will explain, when the lines were set, 
That a tenderfoot should the biggest fish get? 
But such was the case, the scales proved clear, 
No larger bass had been caught for a year. 

We doff our hats to this fisherman new, 

And hope such luck will follow him through 
When he strikes a trade, and his mind aspires 
To change horse flesh for electrical wires. 


But, Glasier, they say that life and its joys . 
You improve, and enjoy being one of the boys 
Who drive away cares with a smile and joke 
And fellowship find in a sociable smoke ; 

And fluid does make the connections complete, 
For nothing ’s too good for friends you meet, 
While the positive pull and negative shake 

Are symptoms sure that the circuit doth make. 


(26) 


We all have heard those songs of night, 

From cats on the fence, when the moonlight’s bright, 
When they uttered low sounds like a muffled bell, 

Or run up the scale to a devilish yell. 

Now our friend, who lives near the monument tall, 
Laughs as he sees these birds on the wall, 

For he thinks of sausages, long, round, and brown, 
That hang in the markets all over the town. 
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The samples he brought we admit were fine ; 
No queries were raised, had the cat lives nine, 
Or whether ’t was dog or muscle or bone ; 
This solution was known by Henry alone. 
Who cares if they mewed or barked at night, 
Or played cross tag when out of our sight ? 
For if cats and dogs such tidbits make, 

Then quail on toast we will not take. 


(27) 


This succulent meat, from whence it came? 

It’s now full of spice; ask Henry its name. 

But the fame of the Welsh rarebit is spoiled 
When sausage you eat on hot coals broiled. 

If knowledge should break the charm of the dish 
Let wisdom be dumb, is our expressed wish. 

We think it is safe, for this merchant so staid 
Will nothing reveal that will injure his trade. 


From sausages, round, long, short, or tall, 

To a figure we turn, whose stature is small, 

The voice and face and light brown hair 

Told Dutch and Yank were mingled there. 

This fact was seen in the sentences crisp, 

For pronouncing some words he revealed a lisp ; 
Though Yankee in thought ’t. was. plain to see 
That Dutch was the name of his ancestral tree. 


His virtues are many, his vices are few, 

A lover of fun and a fisherman true, 

His notions at times no doubt seem queer, 
If one can believe half the stories they hear. 
A daisy is Mertz when away on a trip, 

The cards can throw with a dextrous flip. 
He smiles and talks when playing the game, 
And banks on results with cash all the same. 


(28) 


«SHQANALITOS YWHH CAIN.» 


Of course, it depends on what a man thinks, 
Whether coffee and tea make health-giving drinks. 
Some people drink both, but others aspire 

To cold water straight, untouched by a fire. 

So if William the Fair no spirits would take, 

Just pass the dice, and quick will he shake. 

The moral lies here, when the truth’s confessed, 
That men as a rule do things liked best. 


When you speak of nectar “ fit for the gods,” 
It’s five ’gainst one, which is pretty fair odds, 
That Jupiter, Mars, or none of their crowd 
Had a drink so good, we say this aloud, 

As the cider old from the little brown jug 

We poured into glasses made like a mug. 
Then quickly did raise each bumper on high 
And drank long pulls till the glasses were dry. 


(29) 


Ye men of the town, your thanks are due 

To the masher of apples that last year grew ; 
His home is near, just over the hill, 

Good cider and eggs are found there still ; 

For Davis so true looks after the camp 

And crosses the hills, when the weather is damp, 
Or the wind blows strong and is biting cold, 
He’s a faithful shepherd watching the fold. 


For wolves still live on the mountain’s side, 
They walk on two legs, their range is wide ; 
But they stand in fear of this yeoman true, 

He knows their ways, their tricks sees through. 
Right well does he guard this much loved spot, 
With an unceasing care and forgetteth not 
Naught that will add to its safe repose, 

When wrapped in the sheet of winter’s snows. 


(30) 


But winter had passed and the spring was here, 
With a drizzling rain and mist most drear, 

And the sun refused through two whole days 
To brighten the scene with his cheering rays. 
But jolly souls who were looking for fun | 
Cared not for rain, the mist, or the sun. 

From the realm of mirth no locks could seal 

Or bars keep out such knights of the reel. 


You may talk of sports that endure throughout time, 
Of pedigrees old or blooded stock fine, 

Of coaching parades or the lawn tennis gay, 

Of racing and pools, where luck holds sway, 

Of fads of the mind, the body, and will, 

Of manners and customs, whichever you will ; 

Not. one of them all compares in the test 

With the anglers’ art, — it’s greatest and best. 


Here’s to the health of the fisherman bold, 
Who, out in the rain, the mist, or cold, 
Keeps a merry heart, and mind that.’s free 
While wading each brook or crossing the lea. 
A jolly soul is the knight of the reel ; 

With Nature in touch, he loves to steal 
Away from men and their sordid moods 

And dwell for a while ’mid her solitudes. 
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Happy is he, for in Nature does find 

Bodily strength and food for the mind. 

He sees in her mountains, woods, and lakes 

A solace and balm for life’s many mistakes. 

He wisdom acquires while he sits at her feet, 
Like a teachable child, and with ardor doth greet 
Each lesson she shows and is ready to give 

To all who in tune with her sweet self live. 


But, alas, for the man whose heart is dead 
To grass-covered slopes or the sky overhead ! 
No beauty he sees in the flowers so fair, 

Or senses new life in the fresh pure air. 

No health in woods ’mid pines that swing, 
Or music hears from birds that sing ; 

For birds and flowers and sky and tree 

No beauties have for such as he. 


But the fisherman true has a noble mind, 

His generous soul no fetters can bind ; 

His presence brings joy where’er he goes, 

No mean selfish act his frank nature shows ; 

A man among men, with heart true and sound, 
Look where you may, the whole world round, 
For Nature imprints each child of her own 
With grace and soul that are hers alone. 


(32) 


“HER MOUNTAINS, WOODS AND LAKES.” 


Give honor to Izaak of historic fish lore : 

Long live the art and the name he bore ; 

May his followers keep to reason’s fair limit, 
Compared with each stream and fish living in it ; 
May good luck attend each honest endeavor ; 
The truth and fact may they ne’er sever 

When recalling some trip, its fun and cost. 

Or the wonderful size of a big fish lost. 
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May they always have rods both strong and tried, 
With smooth-running reels and lines that will glide ; 
May their hands be steady when casting a fly, 

And calm their nerves when fishes are nigh. 

Of pleasures and life may they enjoy 

All that they need, free from alloy, 

With plenty to eat and plenty to drink, 

Though the last-named wish doth make us think. 


(33) 


Some things in life are a cause for dispute ; 
Opinions will vary, tis hard to refute 

The reasons that people advance to maintain 
Their belief in fact and its right to remain. 
Though the subject is vital, old or new, 
Support it receives whether false or true. » 
But, of all the questions under the sun, 

The minds of most men disagree on this one. 


And this is a matter old as the hills, 

Gives life many pleasures, brings also some ills ; 
Has furnished a theme for the poet’s sweet song, 
And the doctor’s lecture, dry and long, 

The philosopher’s wit and the glutton’s refrain, 
The moralist essay, as time and again 

They ’ve lectured and wrote, or sung, or declared, 
Of its pleasure and use when properly shared. 


And, whether we look at the present or past, 

It still lives on, and likely will last 

As long as men live and cold water shun, 

Or a “ wee nippee”’ take just for the fun, 

Or for colds in the head seek quinine pills, 
With “something hot” to keep off the chills ; 
Or, thoroughly worn in the stress of life’s race, 
They swallow a cocktail, “just for a brace.” 


(34) 
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For men and their wants are ever the same, 
Since Adam and Eve in the first garden came. 
If apples cost high, their presence we greet 
With feelings of joy and unwittingly eat ; 
And, whether the fruit is bitter or ‘sweet, 

As the past fades away, we the eating repeat, 
The very first time, when the fruit grows nigh 
On the wayside of life, as we pass by. 
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If pleasure and life, in a measure depend, 
On all that we use, ’t were wise to extend 
Our knowledge of things and facts we see, 
And closely examine the fruit of each tree. 
For this Eden of ours is a garden where 
Grow various fruits, both common and rare ; 
And wisest are they who this method pursue, 
For thus will the best to each life accrue. 


(35) 


For life is a Brief wherein we trace 

The record of facts entwined with each case. 
Few are the lives who, tried as a whole, © 

Are wanting in depth and strength of soul. 
Man should be judged for his purpose of heart 
And not by the rule of the Pharisee’s art. 

We are what we are by conditions of life, 

The moulds of which are varied and rife. 


Let us live to enjoy what Time shall send 
In pleasure or wealth, in life or in friend, 
Though feature and form may change and decay, 
No cankerous strife shall our hearts eat away. 
Let us drink to our health from mental bowls : 
Let the draught be deep and fill our souls 
With friendship’s wine so pure and strong 
That we shall be one our whole life long. 


(36) 
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